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The Catechism in a Year (with Fr. Mike
Schmitz)™ Podcast

● #1 on Apple Podcasts in All
Categories at launch (13 days:
12/30/22 - 1/11/23)

● More than 83 Million downloads
(podcast + YouTube + apps)

● 244,000 average daily downloads
in 2023

● 189,000 Facebook group
members (link)

● 4.9 / 5 Stars on Apple Podcasts
with 9,000 ratings

● See listener reviews here,
including:

“Worthwhile even as a Protestant
This podcast is great to listen to even if you are not
Catholic. It will help you to understand the
teachings and theology of the Catholic Church.
We are all brothers and sisters in Christ!”

Ascension | P.O. Box 1990 | West Chester, PA 19380

P. 484.875.4550 W. ascensionpress.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5968505083164597
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-catechism-in-a-year-with-fr-mike-schmitz/id1648949780?see-all=reviews
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End-of-Year Testimonies from the “Catechism in a Year” Facebook
Group Members

● Two of the best things I have ever done in my life: BIY and CIY.

● …I started it in March 2023 after feeling a pull to ask more questions about

the Catholic Church while still in ministry at a non denominational

charismatic school. I binged episodes, 5 a day plan, until I caught up. I

started RCIA in the fall and was welcomed into the parish this December.

● If it weren’t for The Catechism in a Year, my husband and I may never

have had our convalidation this past Saturday. Thank you Father Mike for

giving me a deeper understanding of our faith!

● “Thank you to the Ascension team & especially to Father Mike for leading

this, for his passion in our faith and for leading us all to be better Catholics;

well done and mission accomplished!”

● I just finished Day 365. I cried through the whole thing. It is so beautiful it

is hard to put into words. For any of you behind, keep pressing play if

nothing else to hear Fr Mike’s final words on day 365. I know I will listen to

this many times!!! We are so blessed to have been part of this journey

together, so blessed for Ascension Press and Fr Mike! Nunc Coepi!

● “Thank you Fr.Mike & all at Ascension. Have just finished The Catechism in

a Year-so great.Whenwe started I never imagined that I’d manage to stick

with it but here we are! Out into the world we go-transformed & ready to

do the will of our Father. Thank you again.”

● Thank you, Ascension Press, the team who helped put this together, and Fr.

Mike. For another 365 days, mymorning wake-up calls have been filled

with prayer, more importantly, transformation.

● What a great year with Fr. Mike. While we learned SO much, as he

frequently says, I hope I’m transformed into following and loving HIM

more. May God transform all of us to be his Disciples.

● I finished the Catechism in a Year today. It was a transformative

experience. I felt my heart and soul transform - it's still a work in progress.

I have a greater appreciation and love for the Mass and the Sacraments…

my love for the mass and sacraments have grown. Prayers that I used to

take for granted such as "The Apostles Creed" and "Our Father" now have

newmeaning for me.My goal for 2024 is to continue where the Catechism

left off - to improve my prayer life. And to do that I'm going to do the Bible

in a Year with Fr. Mike. For those who are starting tomorrow, you're going
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to be on an amazing journey - God's going to reveal so many good things to

you about His Love for you and His Church.

● For 365 days, I’ve showed up and pressed play. I’ve prayed for you, I’ve

prayed for me, but most especially I prayed for Father Mike Schmitz. There

were days I felt so loved by God and days when I was ashamed he even

could. Thank you to all of the Ascension team for everything! Fr. Mike has

guided us through what is an incredibly hard read. I don’t think I could’ve

done this any other way. I’m looking forward to worshiping God in a

deeper way and sharing my love of Himwith others.Whether you are on

day 365 now or day 10, just keeping pressing play. You will never see and

know our faith better in a better way. God bless you all and may His love

guide you throughout the New Year and beyond!

● What a beautiful way to end 2023, just the way it started with CiY. It has

enriched my life. As challenging as some sections may have been, I am

grateful for this podcast, Fr Mike and all of you. I too will continue to pray

for you all beyond day 365. Thank you for your encouragement and

prayers. May God bless you and yours because you MATTER!!!

● Just finished Day 365 of CIY’s inaugural year. I can’t wait to get back to Day

#1 tomorrow, New Year’s Day, for year #2!! Thank you, Father Mike

Schmitz, the pillar contributors and all of Ascension for this invaluable gift!

● CIY came to a close today and it’s bittersweet. I enjoyed every day and was

one of the best commitments I’ve made. Maybe the only New Year’s

resolutions I’ve ever kept! For me, it was truly a God-wink blessing, and

just what I needed after my husband’s death. Starting tomorrow I’ll be

pressing play in BIY. Can’t wait. Pray for me. I’m praying for you!

● As I pressed play on my 365th day, I was very humbled by this experience.

Honestly I never thought I would read the Catechism. I am so grateful for

everyone that helped form this great CIY opportunity. Father Mike you are

such a good and holy man!! I have been transformed and have already

began my spiritual goals for 2024. The top of my list to spend more time in

adoration, and prayer!! I will continue to pray for everyone in this group

and Father Mike!! May God bless each and everyone of you!!!

● Happy beyond words. Emotional with gratitude. Thank you Lord, thank

you Ascension, Jeff Cavit, the group taking this course, and most of all,

thank you Father Mike Schmidt. I am praying for all of you. Please pray for

me. I can’t wait to see you tomorrow.
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The Bible in a Year (with Fr. Mike Schmitz)™
Podcast

● Dominant Apple Podcast Chart
positions - see below

● 660Million All-Time Downloads (since
2021)

● 151 Million 2023 Downloads (podcast +
YouTube + apps)

● 459,000 average daily downloads in
2023

● 164,000 Facebook groupmembers (link)

● 4.8 / 5 Stars on Apple Podcasts with 53,000 ratings

#1 Global Podcast in Religion & Spirituality (2021 - Present)

- The Bible in a Year was the #1 podcast on Apple’s Religion & Spirituality chart for the
majority of 2021-2023. (Source: Apple Podcasts)

- The Bible in a Year has been Chartable’s #1 global podcast in Religion & Spirituality for
nearly all weeks since its 2021 launch (Source: Chartable)

- In January of 2022, together with Ascension’s new 2022 Spanish-language offering La
Biblia en un año podcast, The Bible in a Year topped “Christianity” charts in over 47
countries (Source: Chartable)

#1 on the Apple Charts - All Categories (Jan 2021 + Jan 2022)

The Bible in a Year (with Fr. Mike Schmitz)™ podcast broke the glass ceiling for religious
podcasts, topping the Apple Podcasting chart in all
categories within 2 days of its January 2021
launch.

- #1 Podcast in America: Bible in a Year was
the #1 podcast in America in all categories
from Jan 2 - Jan 18, 2021, knocking out top
shows from NPR, Dateline, Crime Junkie,

https://www.facebook.com/groups/640906973232185
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/press-release/the-bible-in-a-year-podcast-goes-global-as-worlds-1-podcast-in-religion-spirituality/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/press-release/the-bible-in-a-year-podcast-goes-global-as-worlds-1-podcast-in-religion-spirituality/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/press-release/the-bible-in-a-year-podcast-goes-global-as-worlds-1-podcast-in-religion-spirituality/
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and more. (Source: Apple Podcasts)

- Again in 2022: It achieved the same feat from January 1-7, 2022, again becoming
the top podcast on the US Apple charts in all categories. (Source: Apple Podcasts)

Media Coverage and Awards

- Outstanding News Coverage: The
fascinating story of a religious podcast
topping the US Apple Charts has been
picked up internationally by The New
York Times Magazine, The Wall Street
Journal, CBS National News, The Times
(UK), DailyMail (UK), CBN, Fox NY, and
National Review, as well as receiving
coverage in nearly all national US Catholic outlets.

Screen shot: CBS National News, April 2, 2022

- Award-Winning Production: The Bible in a Year won a 2021 w3 Gold Award
(Podcast: General Series - Health and Wellness) as well as the #1 Award in
Religion and Spirituality from The Podcast Awards. Daily host Fr. Mike Schmitz
and podcast featured guest Jeff Cavins were together named “Catholics of the
Year” by the national Catholic news outlet Our Sunday Visitor, and received the
Cardinal John P. Foley Award for excellence in Catholic storytelling from the
Catholic Media Association.

For Biographical Information about Fr. Mike Schmitz and Jeff Cavins

- Bio for Fr. Mike Schmitz: Ascension Newsroom
- Bio for Jeff Cavins: Ascension Newsroom
- Listen to The Bible in a Year podcast:www.AscensionPress.com/BibleInAYear
- Listen to La Biblia en un Año podcast: La Biblia en un Año

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/29/magazine/father-mike-schmitz-interview.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/29/magazine/father-mike-schmitz-interview.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/car-talk-for-catholics-priest-podcast-11655699755?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/car-talk-for-catholics-priest-podcast-11655699755?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/minnesota-priests-podcast-reaches-200-million-listeners/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/catholic-priest-father-mike-schmitzs-daily-podcast-of-the-bible-tops-the-digital-audio-charts-sgh9b229q
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/catholic-priest-father-mike-schmitzs-daily-podcast-of-the-bible-tops-the-digital-audio-charts-sgh9b229q
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9119853/Catholic-priests-Bible-podcast-tops-Apples-charts-just-week-launching.html
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2021/january/can-you-guess-the-1-podcast-on-apple-right-now-its-all-about-the-bible
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=406477687342647
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/01/the-bible-in-a-year-is-the-most-popular-podcast-in-the-u-s/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/awards/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/awards/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/awards/
https://osvnews.com/2021/12/13/meet-our-sunday-visitors-2021-catholics-of-the-year/
https://osvnews.com/2021/12/13/meet-our-sunday-visitors-2021-catholics-of-the-year/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/press-release/cardinal-foley-award/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/presenter/fr-mike-schmitz/
https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/presenter/jeff-cavins/
http://www.ascensionpress.com/BibleInAYear
http://www.ascensionpress.com/labiblia
http://www.ascensionpress.com/labiblia

